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46 Th€ lllail on Sundq rury a, 2oo7

By AEella lohnson

WITH her glamorous looks and pedect
size €ight figure, the newly crowned Miss
England is a picture of perfection.

But Georgia Horsley has revealed she kept
a secret fmm the other contestants - she is
totally deaf m one ear.

And she alnost m$sed her domins moment
because she drdn't hear her name being
mounced as ihe winner at the end of the three-
day finals last weekend.

'I stood on the stase with tne other six finalists
and there was an uploar after two rlmers-
up were placed,'said 20 yea d Georgia, a
beauty therapist and part ti model from
Malton. North Yorkshire.

'Everyone was chedng dd clapping when the
wmner was annoD@d. But tle speake! was on
my right side, where t'm totally
deaf, so I only heard a muffled
sound I had no idea who'd won
and just stood there clappine with

'After a while one of them

and it took a momdt or two before
I walked to fte f.ont of the stage.

somethrng and it was at that point I
decided I didn't rvant to keep my
de-efness hidd€n any mo.€-'

ceorsia was taken to hospital
with suspected meningitis as a two
yearcld, but it was not until she was
five that doctors realised she was
deaf in her dght ear'As I grew up I didnl want people
to know in case they treated me
differently or made fun of me,' she
said. T wanted to be like normal
krds But it drd mean that I had a

hard time hearine the teachen at
school and I was bulied because I
kept asking them to repeat tlings'Sometimes people thought I was
bemg flrde when I didn't respond.

But as I sot older I leirned to stand
in a watthat meent Deople talked
into my good ear'

ceorsia says she decided to talk
about her deafness to help remove

some of the stiema assocnted with
the biliry.'I cin show thar 't is
not to be ashmed of,' she said.
'It has not stopped me actie\.'lng my
dream to be a beauly queen.'

Cmreia s orizes nclude a E15.000
desren-er w;rdrobe, rne use ol a
convertible car for a year, a luury
holiday and a trip to china for the
Miss world contest in Dec€mber


